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The Order of Absolution prepared by 
y: Mar Ishoyav Catholicos, — 
the Saint of God. 


On person who has Weft his faith, but 
has returned to it, and on him who has 
; Ceaten flesh in the fasting season or on Friday. 
or Wednesday, or on him who has committed 
any sort of offence. He who is to be absolved 
must be made to stand (at Ghe door pf the 
Sanctuary. 

At first: —Qur Father) i in heaven iad i, 
see. P. I, Prayer.) Grant us) my Lord, that we 


may become Thine and fear Thee, and shudder - 


at Thy words and shiver in Thy Judgement and 
beware of. Thy commandments and reconcile 
with Thy Godhead with good deeds of right- 
eousness, all the days of our life, O Lord of 
all, Father and Son and Holy Spirit for ever. 


(Shuraya) Unto Thee lift I up mine eyes, 
O Thou that dwellest in heavens * Behold as 





the eyes of the servants look up to their ; 


masters. Beware, do not thou commit sin) 
as thou hast done before. Let not the yoke of: 
death prevail upon your necks * As the eyes 
of the servants look towards their masters * 
And the eyes of the handmaid towards her 
mistress* So also our eyes are towaids Thee, 
the Lord, our God * Until he shal! have 

















188 ORDER CF ABSOLUTION 


“mercy upon us *. Havemercy upon us, O. Lord, 
have mercy upon us * Because we have heard 
the abundance of contempt * Our soul has 
enough of the scorn of mockers* And the | 
contempt of the proud * . 

Continues. Out of the depths have I cried 
unto Thee, O Lord, Thou hast heard my 
voice * Let Thine ears be attentive to the 
voice of my supplications. O Thou Good, 
| Just and Merciful, in Thy grace have mercy 
| 





upon me * If Thou shouldst mark iniquities, 
O Lord who shall stand * Because forgiveness 
is from Thee * I depended upon the Lord and 
my soul waited for His word * I waited 
upon the Lord from the watch of morn to 
morn * Israel shall hope in the Lord *. For 
from Him is the mercy * And with Him 
has plenteous redemption * And He shall 
save Israel from all his(iniquities 


‘Pray et, Towards Thee,@ur Lord and ud 
God~ is concentrated the gaze of Cour souls) 
Towards Thee are‘our)hope and refuge. From 
Thee, we beseech forgiveness of (debt, and 
‘sins) Grant unto us in Thy. grace and mercy 
as Thou art wont atall times and seasons,. 
O Lord of all, FatherandSon and Holy Spirit. | 


“Anthem of males. Incline Thine ear, | 
O Lord and Slee hed sinners will turn | 
unto Thee. Offenders and publicans Thou 
didst not despise, O Lord. Nor were they, 
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face, for Thou hast said that the healthy doest 

| not need doctors, but those who have done 
evil. We who 10 have committed evils before 

| Thee and are(sick _ in our souls) beseech Thee, 

| have mercy upon us, repeat. O Lord Thou | 

{| knowest. Lord, Thou knowest who of usare | 
East oUiectine> © (toed Physicianof our 

|, souls hou hast called and brought to 


| Thee the sick and the invalids even before the 
| 


my Lord, turned out of the ‘presence of Thy | AF 
| 
| 
{ 
| 





| 

| 
healthy. It is not that Thou dispisest the 
righteous, but Thou art pitiful to the sinners, | 

. I who am foremost amongst them, beseech | 
Thee that I may be counted with them who S 
entered into the vineyard at the eleventh hour 
and that I may be made deserving « of Thy | 
gifts, O Lover of mankind. [@as ignorant | 
| and “knew w nothing 7 The evil one set up snares | 
for me and caught me and 5 because of my | 
{ 

| 

H 

1 

| 

: 

| 


while there is ere is strength in my lim limbs send, 
O Lord and burst his nets that I may stand 
and praise Thy compassion with the groaning 
of the soul and cry out, O Lord of all, praise 
“be to Thee. Glory be to the Father..... 
O Lord on the foundation of the faith of 





lethargy, : slipped and fell into his trap. Even 


Simon Kheepa Thou hast built Thy church. 
And because of Thy promise to him the : 
_AC waves and tempests of the infidelisom did not 
7 shake i!, And satan seeing that through his | 
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messengers, he cannot conquer the catholic | 
‘Church prompted her own children of all the I 
‘corners to destroy each other by the arrows 
‘of jealousy. Remove from her the empty 

| 


,pride jealously, slighting one another. Let | 
Thy tranquillity reign on her children. From 
everlasting...... A sinner who repenteth and 
cometh unto Thee, O Lord God, Thou wouldst | 
not. cast away, my Lord from Thy presence, | 
-and.from Thy eternal blessings. But Thou 
extendeth the hand of help to him (and in 
Thy love crieth out) saying: He wast dead and 
hath come to life, he hath been lost, but hast 
been. found out, O Thou Lover of mankind, 
have pity upon me in Thy pompeesicn and 
have mercy upon me. 

If there are females say tees Anthems. 
_My sores are putrefying and stinking. ‘‘Who 
is the doctor who can cleanse my hidden sores 
or dress and heal them or who can save me 
| from the fire’, that adultress was crying out. 
| Untying the knot of hair of sins, towards the 
Lord and Saviour will [ approach. For the 
publican, He didst not throw out from His 
presence; the Samaritan woman. too, He, by 
His speech, made to retrace; by His words to 
the Cannanite woman, He gave life; the 
woman with issue of blood, with the fringe 
of His garment, He healed her, and by the 
words of mercy, the adultress, He freed from 
her debts, and in the book of life accepted her 
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along whith the wise virgins. With these my 
soul cries out at all times, blessed art Thou, 
O Christ, our Saviour. Sinners, towards Thou 
will turn. The publicans and adultresses 
reconciled_Thee, O our Saviour,: and in. Thy 
compassion Thou didst grant them remission 
of their debts. To me too, be Thou kind in 


_ Thy grace and have mercy upon me. Glory be 


to the Father....Wiéith tears, beseeched Thee, 
Mary the sinner and Thou absolved her of 
her debts.. See my tears, my Saviour and have 
mercy in Thy kindness, on my. miserable 


soul. From everlasting..... Let us suppli- 


cate with sorrow and beseech for mercy and 
request for remission from Him Who.is 
merciful and openeth His door to them. all 
who come to Him and repent... 


‘Prayer Have mercy upon us, our Lord 
and our God, and_absolve and blot out and 
pass over our offences) in the abundant mercy 
of Thy grace, O Thou merciful. Who forgiveth 


our sinsand debts) O Lord of all, Father and 
Son.and Holy Spirit. 


‘ Qanona, Have mercy upon me, O God 


according to Thy grace: according to the 


multitude of Thy mercies blot out my sins. 
O Father who does not allow His children 
who are sinners to die in their offences, 
enliven my mortality which is of my sins, 
O Christ my Saviour. For this hast the 
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heavenly graces sent Thee (towards us).. In 


‘Thy compassion have mercy upon me, O Son 
of God. Have mercy upon me, O God accord- 


ing to Thy grace: according to the multitude 
of Thy mercies blot out my sins * Wash me 
thoroughly from my iniquities: and cleanse 
me from my sins* For I acknowledge my 
transgressions: and my sins are ever before 
Thee * Against Thee alone have I sinned: 
and did evil in Thy presence * That Thou 
mightest be justified by Thy words and 
conquer in Thy judgement * Behold [ was 
conceived in iniquity and in sin did my 
mother conceive me* . But Thou desirest 
truth: and Thou hast made me known the 


hidden secrets of wisdom * Purge me with 


hyssop and [ shall be clean: wash me with 
that and I shall be whiter than snow* Let 
Thy joy and gladness satisfy me: and my 
bones shall rejoice*. Turn Thy face from my 
sins: and blot out all my iniquities* Create 
in me aclean heart, O God and renew Thy 


steadfast spirit in me* Caste me not away . 


from Thy presence, and take not Thy Holy 
Spirit from me* But restore tome Thy joy 
and salvation: let Thy glorious Spirit hold 
me* That I may teach transgressors Thy 
way: and sinners will turn. unto Thee. 
O Father Who does not..... Glory be to the 


Father..... From everlasting... ..Because 
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of the abundance of sins and debts I am 
becoming unclean, O Lover of mankind. I do 
not dare to gaze, O my Saviour towards the 
heavenly heights; but like the publican, 
O Lord, I cry unto Thee, have mercy upon me 
and let me be Thine * Have mercy “upon 
me..... Because of the abundance..... % 

raise.) Thee we will praise and worship, 
O Christ our Saviour, for opened are Thy 
doors to all who repenteth * Grace and kind- 
ness from Thee we beseech. Let not that be 
denied to us, O Lover of mankind * 


(Karozutha) Let us all stand up in sorrow 
and in earnest, and beseech and say, Our Lord 
have mercy upon us. And they respond: Our 
Lord have mercy upon us. 


Continues. O Who opened the door of 
repentance toall the sinners, we beseech Thee * 
And they respond: Our Lord have mercy upon 
us. O Who came to .call sinners to the path 
of repentance, we beseech Thee... . * O Who 
showed to Moses the process of. pieation at the 
period of his fast, we beseech Thee. i 
O Who by the same fast made clear 6: him 
the past and revealed to him the future, we 
beseech Thee....* O Who by fast reconciled 
the offenders and illumined the face.of Moses, 
we beseech Thee..... * O Who strengthened 
prophet llijah by the fast of forty days to 


journey a long distance to show him his 
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glorious transfiguration, we beseech Thee....* 
O Who reconciled with the Ninevites by the — 
fast and turned from them the heat of His 
wrath.and did not destroy them, we beseech 
Thee ....* QO Who didst reveal to Daniel, 
the “faster, the hidden things and “tied the 
mouths of hungry lions and did not destroy 
him, we beseech Thee ...* O Who extin- 
guished the raging fire from Hananiah and 
his comrades who were fasting, we beseech 
Thee....* O Who makes worthy those who 
fast 6. dwell with the spirituals, we beseech 
Thee....* O Who by His holy: fast redeemed 
the debts: of Adam, the first of our creation, 
who coveting the fruit sinned in Paradise, 
we bessech Thee....* O Who cast forth 
satan behind Him in the conflict of_ love 
of glory and of power which He had to 
confront with, we beseech Thee.... * O Who 
conquered and paralysed. vabhelansa in the 
temptation ‘of. coveteousness placed “before 
Him, we beseech Thee.....* O Who drank 
sour ' vinegar and bittsrnece for the salvation 


onan ee 


of our race, we beseech Thee..... * Por 








Catholicos Patriarch and Mar.... Episcopa 
Metropolitan and for all those who serve 
under them, we beseech Thee..... * O- God, 
the Merciful, Who in His grace takes care 
of all, we beeseech Thee.... * O Who is 
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glorified in heaven by those in height and 
worshipped on earth by those beneath inspirit 
and truth, we beseech Thee. * O Who 
because of His fast is honoured: iby the angels 
and served by the spirituals and ascended to 
His Father in glory, we beseech Thee. . * 
Christ our Saviour, save Thy Church: fron 
adversities and make Thy servants rejoice ° 
by the gladness _o! of. ee and lessén 


debts and have mercy Agon us * 


He continues: Let us pray. Peace be 
with us. Knee] down. ; 

Let us pray and desire of God, the Lord 
of all, Amen. That in His kindness He may 
listen to our prayers and in His grace accept 
our supplications and in His mercy reply our 
requests * For the holy church here and else- 
where, let us pray anddesire of God, the Lord 
of all, Amen (and so for every clause), That 
He may spread the wingsof His kindness over 
her and harbour her under the shadow of His 
mercies and perfect her by His hands in glad- 
ness, let us pray and beseech that he may hide 
her kindly with the clouds of His brightness 
under the shadow of His pleasantness and 
illumine in her the words of life and cast 
away from her the darkness of the wicked * 











For our holy: fathers Mar,...,. Catholicos 
Patriarch and Mar, , ,, Episcopa Metropolitan 


erence serene eevee 
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and for all the children of their ministry, 
let us pray..... That they may be confirmed 

i in the leadership like that of Moses and 
‘ may be sanctfied as the priesthood of Aaron 
{ || and may receive the keys like Peter_and 
that ‘they may exist in this world by mercy 
and may raise the confession of those on 
high * For our Fathers, the Episcopas and 
true shepherds and the guides of their flock, 
Jet us pray ...... That their words may 
reverberate_in the world and at their sounds 
the wolves may retreat and that they may take 
the flock of their master near the haven of 
tranquillity and may entrust these peaceful 
lambs inthe order of the primacy of their 
numbers * For Cor-episcopas and Pirya- 
dothas, let us pray..... That the word of 
justice may be alert in them truly at the time 
of fear and at the time of war may be looked 

| by mercy. And that they may minister 
medicines to the sick and drive off the wolves 

| of sin from the church * For the priests, the 
absolvers of this world, let us pray.... That 
they may be checked from the ene of sin 
and that they may make the enemies descend 
into sheol with the sweet censers instead of 
the decorated vestments of Aaron, the priest, 
and that the horn of the church may be raised 
in all strength * For the deacons, the children 
of the mysteries, hidden and open, let us 
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pray..... That God Who signed them with 
the seal of His service in the church as the 
example of the fiery angels to serve Him in 
perfectness before His altar, may He Him- 
self grant them to be the co-mates of the holy 
angels as he has promised in His Gospel * For 
sub-deacons, readers, bachelors, maids, and 
male and female believers, pilgrims and 
married ied people and all the 10 children of the the holy 
catholic Church, Jet us pray.... That each 
on ein his rank may progress, and in his true 
covenant be stable, and in his stand be firm 
expecting for the hope to be revealed * For 
the memorial of the blessed and graceful 
Marth Mariam, the ever-virgin mother of 
Jesus, our King and Life-giver, let us pray. 

That the same power which dwelt in her, may 
make us worthy for the pellMente that has 








phets and the apostles and the ee and the 
confessors, let us pray.... That by their 
prayer we may be helpetia and our prayers may 
be minkled with those of theirs, and that we 
too may be blessed in the kingdom along with 
their company * For the memory of our 
holy fathers Mar Diodorus and Mar Theodorus 
and Mar Nestorius, Episcopas and teachers of 
truth, and Mar Aprem and Mar Narsai and 
Mar Abraham, elders and teachers of justice, 
let us pray.... That the truth of their faith 
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may exist in this world and the Church may 
be established in their very confession and 
that her children may be brightened by their 
teachings and be equal to the modes of their 
lives and that they may be gladdened along 
with them in the kingdom * For the judges 
of this world that passeth away, let us pray.... 
That before justice they may be afraid and to 
judge the world without respect of persons and 
exterminate the existing bribery from among- 
st them and to remind them of the judgement 
of the high and to entrust to Him those who 
do not know Him * For the rich who are with 
us and of our community, let us pray.... 
That they may repose their confidence not-on 
their wealth which is helpless, but upon the | 
Living God Who gave useverything abudant- 
ly for our comfort * For the poor and afflicted 
and orphans and widows and famine-striken 
and harassed and grieved and troubled, let.us. 
pray.... That the hungry shall be fed, and 
the oppressed shall be relieved, and the grieved 
shall be comforted, andthe sick shall be helped, 
and the poor shall be entreated and feasted, 


_ and God shall be glorified through the mouths 
of us all * For all the fathers and brothers 


who are persecuted and are oppressed and are 
in the prison, let us pray.... That Hein His | 
mercy may liberate their bondage and bring | 
their judgement to victory * For our people 
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and our nation and for all the children of the 
holy catholic Church, let us pray .... That 
they may be saved from the wicked all the 
days of their lives and those who are in sin 
may be turned to repentance. Pray, O my 
brethren that the brilliance of the sun shall 
shine as usual and that the darkness may go 
out of its orbit, and pray for the spring of 
waters that they may not become dry, and 
thunders may boom in their seasons and that 
the fruits of trees may increase and hungry 
shall be satisfied, pray ye and desire mercies 
of God, the Lord of all. That the crown of the 
year shall be blessed and completed by His 
grace. And let us confess and worship and 
glorify and adore and exalt and honour and 
revere one God, worshipped Father. and the 
Lord of all, and His Only-begotten Son, our 
Lord JesusChrist, and the holy and life-giving 
and living Spirit Who from Him was sent for 
our salvation, and Who gives us communion 
by His kindness and pleasure by His kingdom. 
And let us raise glory to His Lordship for 
this salvation towards us till the end of the 
world, And they respond: Amen, And the 
deacon says: Arise in the strength of God. 


| And the people respond: Praise-.be to His holy 
. name, and they stand up. 


He continues, With petition and with 
beseeching, for the angel of peace and mercy, 
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we request, And they respond: From Thee, 
O Lord * Night and day throughout our life, 
for continued tranquillity for Thy Church 
and for life without sins we request..... * 
For the equality of tranqiullity, and for the 
continuation of peace, and for the pouring of 
love without deception, we request..... * 
For the redemption of our offences and the 
liberation of our lives and the salvation of 
our souls from Thy treasury, we request.... * 
For the tranquillity of the leaders and for 
peace for the world and righteousness for the 
judges and truth for the kings from Thee, 
Who is full of compassion, we request.... * 
For the protection of Thy Church and the 
existence of her clergy and the unity of her 
congregation and eternal longevity for its 
highpriests, we request.... * Let us entrust 
all our providence and our deeds alike to the 
Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit 
of one eternal nature * 


And they respond: To Thee, O Lord our 


God. 


And then: wee ee’, repeat 


thrice. 


Prayer: Thou Who openeth the door to 
those who knocketh at it, and Thou Who dost 
respond to those who supplicateth Thee, open 
our Lord and our God the door of compassion 
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for our prayer; accept@u} request and answer 
in Thy pitifulness our petitions from Thy 
treasury which art abundant in riches, O Thou 
Who art Good and Who dost not withold “Thy 
graces and gifts from the needy and harassed 
servants who call upon Thee, and bessech Thee 


at all times and for ever and ever, Amen. 





He @rays againy Have compassion, our 
Lord and our God, by the infinite mercies of 








Thy glorious Trinity, on sinners and Thy frail ~ 
~ servants who call upon Thee and beseech Thee 


at all times and for ever and ever, Amen. 


The priest recites this : G ‘hantha \over the 
head of the person who is t to. be absolved (and 





if female accordingly repeat). 


O our God, good and full of mercies 
repeat, Whose graces and compassion are 
abundant on all, pour O my Lord, the kindness 
of the pleasantness of Thy love on this servant 
of Thine and transform him_in the hope of 
renewal to the life of repentance. Renew in 
him Thy Holy Spirit through Whom he is 
sealed for theday of salvation and_purify 
him in Thy kindness, from all the blemishes 
of the’ flesh and the. spirit. Strengthen the 
hope of his belief by the assistance of Thy 
grace. Make straight the gait of his deeds 
in the paths of righteousness. ake him 
rejoice with the saints in Thy kingdom in the 
conformation of the hope of his faith of the 


peal 





~~ 








adoption of senship and in the joy of Thy 
absolving mysteries. Strengthen him by the 
help of ‘Thy mercies to observe Thy command- 
ments and to fulfil Thy will to confess, wor- 
ship and glorify Thy holy name, O Lord of 
all, Father and Son and Holy Spirit. And 
they respond: Amen. 


~The same G’hantha, in the plural sense. 








O our God, good and full of mercies 
repeat, Whose graces and compassions are 
abundant on all, pour O my Lord, the kindness 
of the pleasantness of Thy love on these 
servants of Thine and transform them in the 
hope of renewal to the life of repentance. 
Renew in them Thy Holy Spirit, through 
Whom they are sealed for the day of salvat- 
ion and purify them, in Thy kindness, from 
all the blemishes of the flesh and the spirit. 
Strengthen the hope of their belief by the 
assistance of Thy grace. Make straight the 
gaits of their deeds in the paths of righteous- 
ness. Make them rejoice with the saints in | 
Thy kingdom, in the conformation of the | 
hope of their faith of the adoption of sonship 
and in the joy of Thy absolving mysteries. 
Strengthen them by the help of Thy mercies - 
to observe Thy commandements and to fulfil . 
Thy will to confess, worship and glorify Thy 
holy name, O Lord of all, Father and Son and 
Holy Spirit for ever. And they respond: Amen. | 
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He makes on his. head the sign of the 
Cross. The priest enquires of him whether he 
has of his own free will and without any 
cause committed this kpar (offence) and signs 
him with oil and says: N, is signed, renewed, 
sealed and purified, in the name of the Fathor 
and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit for 
ever. And they respond: Amen — . 

If it is not of his own free will, there is 
no need of oil, and Holy Communion may be 
administered to him. Note that all-who need | | 
absolution should be absolved during tke time. 
of the celebration of Mysteries, On the . 
‘Saturday of Light’ there. should. be Absolution 
without fail. 


Here ‘endeth the Order of Absolution. 
Glory be to. God, 
Amen 
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